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This week we acknowledged RUOK day, strongly encouraging students and staff to just 
ask the ques on and be on the look out for the wellbeing of others. It is important that 
everyday is RUOK day – we need to be kind to each other, be empathe c and consider 
that we do not always know what is going on the life of others that may be impac ng 
them at work or school. 
This past fortnight has been a mixture of excitement and sadness for our community – 
students have enjoyed mul ple sports days, the year 12 formal, VCE snow trip, horse 
riding, well being seminars, ice cream, excursions and a day from school while parent 
teacher interviews.  
On the other hand, we have been informed of a number of personal losses and experi-
ences for staff and students that quite o en we are not aware of, and we do not always 
need to be. What we must remember is to support each other and be there when we 
are needed, that is what community does. 
It is the gestures of gra tude, no ma er how small, that go a long way. An acknowledge-
ment of hello in the morning on arrival, a chat about the footy or discussing the upcom-
ing holidays is all it takes to feel connected. On my desk I keep a number of messages 
that students have dropped on my desk. They are the ones that came as a surprise  and 
are really hear elt in their gra tude for the support they have been given. A gesture like 
this is not sought by teachers, we give by nature, but they certainly make an impact and 
are treasured. 
So, this weekend, make an effort to reach out to someone you may not normally catch 
up with. See how they are, have a chat, it could make the world of difference in their 
day. In your own way, ask RUOK! 
This will be the last newsle er for the term. I would like to take the opportunity to thank 
our staff and students for their efforts. Term 3 is always the hardest – it is cold, people 
get sick, and it seems to go on forever. It is a me though, to reflect on what has been 
achieved and to revisit learning goals for term 4. 
Wishing you all the best for the upcoming holidays. 
 

Allison  Benne  

 

  

Edition 08 –  01 June 2018 

Respect Responsibility Excellence 

Important College 
Dates 

 
16th September - Early 
Finish Term 3 2.10pm 

College Buses  will run at 
this earlier me 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2022 

 

Edition 14–12th September 

Diamond Valley College 165-179 Main Hurstbridge Rd, Diamond Creek           Phone: 9438 1411         Website: www.dvallcoll.vic.edu.au  

 

DVC Newsle er 



 

Statement of Commitment 
DVC is commi ed to Child Safety.  We want children to be safe, happy and empowered.  We support and respect children, as well as staff and volunteers. 

Careers News:   
Key Dates:  
Yr 12 VTAC Applica ons Timely Applica ons 29th Sept 
Yr 9 Work Experience 28th Nov- 9th Dec.  
 
Year 12 VTAC Timely Applica on.  
Year 12 students will need to ensure that they have completed their registra on for VTAC by the 29th of 
September. This is the last week of the school holidays. I will be encouraging students to complete this 
prior to the school holidays commencing. Student need to register, and put in at least a single course 
with VTAC for it to be considered a mely applica on.  
VTAC is the organiza on that sits between the students and the ter ary organiza ons to facilitate the 
student applica ons for ter ary study.  
 
Parent and Family Support for the Work Experience Programs 
We are o en very passionate about the work that we do, and work experience provides an opportunity 
for us to share that passion, as well as help a ract young people into their industry. If you think you 
might be in a posi on to host a student or would like more informa on please feel free to make contact 
with me.  
 
 
Yr 9 Work Experience 28th Nov- 9th Dec. 
Late next term our Year 9 cohort will be out on work experience. Students and guardians were emailed a 
copy of the work experience forms last week. The students will have two weeks, and if possible they 
might try two different places to allow them to contrast the work places or the industry.  
Students and or their family should approach the employers to establish their placements. Once they 
have secured a placement and have forms signed by the student, the employer and the parent, the forms 
then need to be returned to me. I will get the Principal’s signature, once final approval for the work expe-
rience is given.  
 
Should you require any further details regarding any of the above, or you wish to discuss any issues re-
la ng to careers please feel free to contact me. 
 
Graham Sinclair 
Career Prac oner. 
graham.sinclair@educa on.vic.gov.au 
Ph: 9438 8282 

DVC - Careers News 
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What does it mean to dream with your eyes open? 
 
Everyone wants to “live the dream.” Everyone has some kind of goal they’re reaching for. Some kind of thing that’s supposed 
to make their life be er. Some people lose hope and end up being forgo en, swept away in the waves of life. Is there a com-
mon dream, a common thing that everyone wants? When I’m talking about dreams I mean someone’s aspira ons, their de-
sires. These are the dreams we have when we’re awake. What about the ones we have when we’re asleep? They can feel so 
real at the me. What’s to say they aren’t real? As soon as you start ques oning reality you end up spiralling. What if none of 
this is real? Maybe we’re just living in a never ending dream we can’t wake up from. Maybe we’re just the characters of some-
one else’s dream. The problem is there’s no way to actually prove anything about reality. As soon as we start contempla ng 
this, we pull up short on evidence. Maybe we are in the Matrix or living in a dream world? How do we know? 
 
That’s when the bell sounded and snapped Amy out of her wri ng. Kids were already making their way out the door. Amy 
quickly scrawled a tle for her piece of wri ng, “My dream” and crammed her books into her bag. She slung her bag over her 
shoulder and walked over to Willow.  
“So, what did you write about?” 
“Not much.” Willow wasn’t big on wri ng, or expressing feelings, so an assignment on your biggest dream wasn’t her thing.  
They headed towards the door, passing Mrs Haynes’ desk on the way out. Willow placed her paper on the pile then looked at 
Amy.  
“You already handed yours in?” 
“Oh no!” Amy ran back to her desk and held up the paper for Willow to see.  
“I did do it.” 
“I never doubted you.” Willow grinned as she spoke.  
Amy turned in her paper and followed Willow out the door.  
 
A er school Willow and Amy walked home together. They parted ways as Amy headed up the hill. She could’ve walked this 
path in her sleep. When she got home her dog Princess started jumping up on her. Monday was the only night she had any-
thing on a er school. Amy had no homework so she just chilled on the couch with Princess. The thought of grabbing a book 
crossed her mind but that would require ge ng up. This was the usual pa ern. A er dinner she watched a show with her fam-
ily, texted Willow, put a book in her bag because she knew she’d forget in the morning and went to bed.  
 
The next day Amy had English with Mrs Haynes at the end of the day again. Everything was pre y much the same as yester-
day. Mrs Haynes walked around the class handing back papers. She passed Willow’s desk and handed her work back. A bright 
red ‘D’ was circled at the top of her page.  
“No way! I didn’t fail. It’s a good day,” said Willow as she raised her hand. Mrs Haynes turned around. 
“Yes Willow.” 
“Do we need to keep these?” Amy tried to hide her laughter knowing what was to come.  
“No, why?” 
Willow scrunched up her work, then perfectly dunked it into the bin.  
“Like I said, it’s a good day.” 
Amy turned to her. “You could be a professional basketballer with all the bin prac ce you’re ge ng.” 
They both burst out laughing.  
Mrs Haynes passed Amy’s desk.  
“There was something regarding your paper I would like to discuss.” 
“Yeah, sure.” Amy answered. She expected to get a bad grade but not something that was worth a discussion. 
Mrs Haynes strolled back to her desk and sat down. Amy looked around confused. 
 
 
 

 
Congratula ons to Amelie Thomas and Phoenix Cummings who were both winners in the Book Week 
Crea ve Wri ng Compe on. Phoenix's story 'The Plague Maiden' was previously published in the DVC 
Newsle er and Amelie's story 'What Does It Mean To Dream With Your Eyes Open?' can be read be-
low.  

DVC - Book Week Creative Writing Competition 
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Amy hung around a er the bell, fidge ng nervously with the bo om of her shirt. Everyone had le  when Mrs Haynes beck-
oned for Amy to join her at her desk. 
“Take a seat.” 
Amy sat, looking at Mrs Haynes tensely.  
“There was something rather… intriguing about your work.” Mrs Haynes spoke slowly and deliberately. She con nued. “You 
really think we’re in a fantasy world?” 
Amy laughed then saw Mrs Haynes expression. She was dead serious. 
 
“So, you figured it out.” 

DVC - Book Week Creative Writing Competition (Cont.) 
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External VET Op ons for Current Yr 10 students. 

 
With increasing student enrolments over the last few years the College is now in a posi on to open up external  VET programs 
to our Yr 10 students. Access to these programs would be treated similar to other advanced placements undertaken in Yr 10. 
In line with this students would need to apply for the course in a similar manner to any other advanced placement and the 
applica on would be considered by the VET Coordinator, Year Level Coordinator and the teacher that has endorsed the ad-
vanced placement. The applica on would need to meet the following criteria to be considered:  
 

The VET course being accessed is clearly linked to the student’s poten al future pathway.  
The VET course being accessed provides the student with unique learning opportuni es that cannot be accessed via 

the elec ve system at DVC. 
The course is offered by a  Northern VET cluster school, or a public TAFE.  

 
Examples of courses where applica ons would be accepted. 
Equine studies. The school is unable to provide this program or anything of an equivalent nature.  
Plumbing. The school is unable to provide this program or anything of an equivalent nature.  
 
Examples of courses where the applica ons would not be accepted.  
Applied Fashion. The school offers an equivalent of this program via the elec ve systems.  
Carpentry. The school can offer similar skill development via Wood Tech programs in the elec ve system.  
 
Any ques ons please feel free to make contact.  
 
Cheers  
Graham Sinclair 
VET Coordinator 
Ph 94388282 
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DVC - Library News News from the DVC Library 

Book Week 2022 

If you had visited the library at lunchtime on any 
day last week, you would have seen dozens of 
students determinedly tackling games and activities 
designed to celebrate books and reading.  
The library staff created a series of tasks to 
promote Book Week, including a scavenger hunt, a 
genre analysis task, and a Bookface photo challenge.  
(Bookface photos are on the next page.) 
 
For every task completed, students collected 
stamps. The more activities students completed, the 
more stamps they collected and with enough 
stamps went into the draw for canteen vouchers. 
We had 57 students participate and had the library 
buzzing with activity. 
 
Congratulations to the winners! 
 
Thanks to all the students who join in the fun, and 
to the teachers on library duty over the week  who 
helped out… we couldn’t have done it without you! 

Premier’s Reading Challenge 

The Premier’s Reading Challenge is complete for 
2022! 
 
After two years of not being able to participate we 
were thrilled to have 85 students complete the 
challenge and read fteen or more books this year. 
 
Although the required number of completed books 
for this number of students of participation would 
have been 1275, we have more than double that 
number registered on the VPRC. What a great 
reading culture we have at this school! 
 
Once the certi cates are delivered, the library staff 
look forward to celebrating with all the students 
who completed the challenge.  
 
 
Wen Moore 
Library Manger 
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 WINTER WIND-UP! 

What a month we have had in sport!! Below you will find informa on including 
· Regional Athle cs Review 
· Sports Recaps from our District & Regional Round Robins 
· Staff vs Year 12 Basketball 
· Athlete of the Month 
· Dates of Importance for October 
 
 
REGIONAL ATHLETICS CARNIVAL  
Congratula ons to all 35 athletes that competed at Regional Athle cs last week! It was a beau ful day and Diamond Valley got 
off to a great start with Rhianna Kirwen winning one of the first field events of the day, followed by Amelia Davidson taking 
out the gold in the first track event of the day! We saw personal bests by Lincoln Coffey in high jump and Fletcher Clayton in 
triple jump. The success didn’t stop there with Mia Sarnyai coming away with 2 silver medals for 800m track and high jump as 
well as Korbin Krawiec finishing 3rd in High Jump. On the track, Molly Davidson medal in all of her events including the 1500m 
Race Walk, High Jump, Triple Jump and relay! The relays saw a number of teams, including the girls 14’s and 18-20 as well as 
the boys 18-20 team winning medals. It was fantas c to see so many of our athletes giving their all across the day and display-
ing the college values of Respect, Excellence and Respect. At the end of the day Diamond Valley College finished in 12th place 
(out of 46 schools!) Five of our athletes will go onto to represent the College at the State Athle cs Finals on Monday, October 
17th. 
 
State Finalists 
· Rhianna Kirwen – 18-20 girls discuss and shotput 
· Fletcher Clayton - 18-20 boys triple jump 
· Charlo e Beddoe – 17 girls 400m dash 
· Amelia Davidson 12-15 girls Race Walk 
· Max Davidson 12-15 boys Race Walk 

 

DVC - Sports Report 
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INTERSCHOOL SPORTS 
August was busy for sports round robins. We had both our intermediate and Year 8 teams compete in Basketball, Futsal 
(indoor soccer), Hockey and Table Tennis. All teams showed great spirit with some outstanding games and sportsmanship. 
Special men ons to the Year 8 boys basketball team that went through the tournament in ultra-compe ve style, just missing 
out on winning the day, to the intermediate girls table tennis team that went through undefeated and progress through to 
Regional Finals. Along with them, our year 8 girls table tennis and intermediate girl’s futsal team also will compete at regional 
level in October. Our Year 7 teams played yesterday, so please see next newsle er for an update on their results.  
 

Regional finals 
Congratula ons to our sports teams that made their way last month to compete at the Regional Finals.  
· The senior boy’s basketball team had a great day, with coach Brenden Warren-Smith, they won their first game propelling 

them in to the top group. With Zahn on fire from the 3-point line and the boys pushing hard on both offence and defence, 
we didn’t go down without a fight.  

· The junior boy’s netball team played off in the regional’s finals going through their pool games with a clean sweep of wins 
against teams from Kyneton, Gladston Park and Thornbury. A er progressing to the grand final, they unfortunately went 
down by an agonizing 1 goal! It was a fantas c effort 

· The Year 7 Regional Round Robin saw our team up against some tough opposi on. A er 1 fantas c win, the girls went 
down to Melbourne Girls College. The players showed amazing spirit and never gave up. 

· The netball round robins con nued, with the Intermediate Girls team going through undefeated in the pool games, before 
mee ng Viewbank College (represen ng Banyule district) in the Grand final. Unfortunately, while the girls put up a strong 
fight, they didn’t get the win. 

 

DVC - Sports Report 
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 Year 12 vs Staff Basketball 
What a game!! The Staff vs Year 12 basketball match had everything anyone could have wanted! With an all-star team, the 
Staff got off to a flying start, scoring the first 6 points of the game! But students wouldn’t let the staff have all the fun, with a 
quick reply. The game was literally goal for goal, with staff leading for majority of the first half courtesy of Alice’s hot hand, 
Kirks big boards and Graham’s great shots. But the students came out firing in the second half. With huge blocks by Jack Con-
sidine, Zahn duking power and Rhianna’s sweet shots, the Year 12’s got the last laugh, pulling ahead seconds before the final 
siren went! 
  
Thanks again to all the Year 12’s that got involved, both on and off the court, and the staff including those on the court, Al for 
coaching, Kate for being official photographer and Sue for cu ng our oranges! 
Stay tuned for our annual Staff vs Year 12 Football Game coming up on Tuesday 13th September. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ATHLETE OF THE MONTH 
We are thrilled to announce Aidan Carmody as our August Athlete of the month!  
Aidan has been selected to represent Victoria at the Na onal Championships being 
held in Hobart from September 28th – October 4th. Congratula ons on this opportunity, 
we look forward to watching you across the week.  

 
  
 
 
 
 
Dates of Importance October 
· Wednesday 12th October – Year 8 Volleyball round Robin,  
· Northern Metropolitan Regional Intermediate Girls Finals – Futsal, Table Tennis & Hockey 
· Thursday October 13th - Northern Metropolitan Regional Year 7 Girls Cricket 
· Monday 17th October – State Schools Victoria Athle cs Finals 
· Wednesday 19th October – Northern Metropolitan Regional Year 8 Girls Table Tennis 
· Tuesday 25th October – 2023 Intermediate Round Robin (2022 Year 8’s & 9’s) 
· Thursday 27th October –Northern Metropolitan Region Year 7 Girls Basketball & Year 7 Boys Table Tennis 

  

DVC - Sports Report 
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English - Year 7 Poetry 
This term, Year 7 English classes have been analysing poetry and wri ng original poetry of their own. Below are 
some examples of the wonderful range of student work that has been created in our classrooms. I am sure you will 
agree that they are evidence of the deep thinking and poli cal, emo onal and social conscience our young people 
(as well as their sense of humour!). Thanks to Hana, Ewan, Darci and Anonymous for their contribu ons. 

 

DVC - English Year 7 Poetry 
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Prime Minister’s Spelling Bee 
This year 10 brave and hardy spellers put their hand up to be a part of the School Round in the Prime Minister’s 
Spelling Bee. The Spelling Bee is a na onal compe on that asks students to complete 30 spelling words in a fun 
format where they have to aim for accuracy, to beat the clock and finish ahead of their fellow students right 
across Australia. 
Two of the ten students advanced to the second round of the compe on and made it to the State/Territory 
Finals. Well done to Charlie Flint and Samuel Ra ery! Some ac on shots taken in the midst of the fast and furi-
ous compe on can be seen below as well as a cer ficate presenta on. 

 

 

DVC - High Achievers Spelling Bee 
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BUS 
INFORMATION 

IMPORTANT 
 

PLEASE READ 
A reminder that masks are mandatory on all public transport for anyone 
eight years and over unless a lawful exemp on applies. This includes our Col-
lege Bus Network. Please ensure you  carry a mask at all mes. It is advised 
to carry a few spare ones in case they are required.  
 

Term 4 Bus Fees are Due to be paid by  
Friday the 16th September. 
 
A reminder in Term 3, 2023 Bus Applica on Forms will need to be completed 
and returned to the office by Friday 9th September 2022. You can download 
the applica on form off the College Website. 
 

Thank you 
Kate 
School Bus Co-Ordinator 

         BUS INFORMATION  
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