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I want to begin by thanking our wonderful community. Today our staff had their curriculum day, a valua-
ble me to collaborate and work together on improving the opportuni es for our students. What they did 
not expect was the generous gesture supported by our families to provide lunch. This act of gra tude 
from our community was truly appreciated and came at a me when everyone is feeling red and 
stretched to the limit. Thank you to College Council for ini a ng this, we felt valued. Acknowledgement 
such as this from our families is not sought but is very much appreciated. 

I, too, want to acknowledge the commitment and hard work of our 
staff this year. I have o en said how I admired their adaptability as we 
coped with remote learning, but I truly believe that this year has been 
a more difficult one for all. Our staff are outstanding, and they go 
above and beyond to support our students and family, whether it is in 
the classroom or the mul tude of support work that goes on behind 
the scenes. Thank you! 

I doubt there is one student at the college who has not been impacted 
by the staff shortages we have experienced this year. It is difficult to 
keep asking students and their families to be pa ent and to keep en-
couraging students to keep working despite teacher changes. Every 

me I see light at the end of the tunnel, we are thrown another curve 
ball. Frustra ng does not even begin to explain the situa on experi-
enced not only by us but schools across the state. 

I am hopeful that interviews to be held in the coming week will firm up 
a range of posi ons but in par cular will address the staffing of our 
Maths faculty. I will certainly keep you informed as we work through 
the process to replace teachers who have gained posi ons in other 
schools. It’s certainly a game of swings and roundabouts – when/if we 
appoint, another school will find themselves in a similar posi on, 
a emp ng to find staff midterm. It is never ending and certainly not 
ideal for schools and our students. 

Next week I will be taking a short period of long service leave. A quick trip to Port Douglas for a wedding, 
where I am hoping the weather is fine and warm. Reg Byrne will be ac ng as Principal of the college be-
tween Thursday 18 August and Friday 26 August. 
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· Wednesday 7th Sep-
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· Thursday 18th August 
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The Black Death 
Students in year 8 History have been studying the Black Death as part of their learning of the Medieval Period in Europe.  As 
part of their learning, students needed to demonstrate an understanding of the symptoms of the Black Death using primary 
sources.  Students could complete a wri en text, sketch the symptoms, make an artefact or recreate the symptoms using  
special effects.  Our students produced a range of responses, with some of them demonstrated below.  
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The Plague Maiden 
 

Lithuania 1350 
I awoke when the morn’ was young, upon a bed of hay within a grimy room of stone. My neck gave me much pain and itch 
and my head ached fiercely. Despite this, I arose slowly and made for my love in the hall adjacent to where I had slept. Alas! 
My poor love, Irena! Only half alive! I could see her now shi ing on the ground. I had no doubt she did not a ain sleep last 
night, for her suffering is great. Around her armpits we’re boils, swollen to the size of a hen’s egg; but it was just a few days 
ere when those boils, we’re that of black hazelnuts, then of walnuts. Blood trickled from her word hoard, which now, due to 
her plight, had nought more words to give.  
She has been burdened with a dreadful afflic on; the pain of which has been dispensed near and far. The ailment does not 
dwell long; only taking but a few days un l whomever is infected dies an agonizing death. This plague is never sa sfied with its 
kills. It moves to another; and thus, the same doom transpires again and again.  
None have ever been spared. That thought lingers day a er day watching my love deteriorate. She was once so vigorous, so 
fair. 
‘My sweet Irena!’ I said to her ‘Why has the lord forsaken ye!’ 
No answer she gave; for in her delirium, she could barely make out my presence. I burst into wild tears. I wept and wept ll’ I 
could nigh weep at all. I took her hand. It was shaking and her finger ps we’re black as night (I figured a doing of the disease). I 
would do aught for her. Perhaps she and I should have lent an ear to those bathing in sewers to elude the malaise; maybe they 
had the right idea. It is too late now I suppose. Far too late. My tears ignited once again. Irena, my poor Irena. Her intense fe-
ver and aching forbade her the wit and strength to talk with me. O, how she lived to talk! She would talk through the day and 
through the night yet what she spoke of was never dull. Eagerly, I’d listen and help sort out her quarrels and queries. That 
shan’t happen henceforward. At least once my me here has expired, I shall meet with her in heaven, and she shall talk, and I 
shall listen for eternity. O’ my Irena! 
I sensed a movement out the corner of my eye. With much hesitance, I sent my a en on from Irena and to the disturbance. I 
saw a woman’s arm had extended itself forth through my window. It was pale white and in her small fair hand she held a red 
scarf. She began to wave it slowly.  
‘Whom may you be!’ said I ‘A knavish sort ye are! Interrup ng my sorrow with mischief!’  
No words came from the mysterious maiden as she gently swayed her crimson silk. I did not want to leave the side of Irena 
and inves gate further; even as twisted as she was from the pes lence, she s ll emanated her radiant beauty.  
I sat by my Irena as the woman by the window mo oned her scarf for what seemed forever; ll’ the strange maiden angered 
me so that I had to interrogate further: 
‘Why has ye come to me maiden?’ I demanded repeatedly and desperately, yet I was ignored each me. Finally, I was so 
wrought with rage and curiosity that I arose and speedily made for the window. I was fruitless however, for she drew away 
with great haste. I looked out of my window and saw no sign of the maiden. What a strange occurrence I thought to myself, 
though now that she was driven away, I had no desire to inquire further of the peculiar maiden. 
Abruptly the door behind me swung open with tremendous force. Flummoxed, I spun to see what another unwanted visitor I 
have obtained today. It was a haun ng sight: a skeleton stood before me; in his hand he held a scythe and wrapped around 
him was a white robe. Alas! Death has come to take my Irena! As he inched ever forward to her, I tried, desperately, to move 
and prevent his approach but I was unable to; for I grew rigid with fear. Lo! My sweet Irena!  
‘Avaunt Death! I beg of you, avaunt!’ I pleaded, yet ul mately in vain. Death was nigh and to even a empt to halt it would be 
foolish; no ma er how valiant it seems. I produced a howl. A great mass of tears departed my red blotchy eyes and sped down 
my face. Irena!  
Then with a swi  mo on, Death severed Irena’s soul and corpse asunder using his scythe. Then, he swi ly vanished from my 
home. Distraught, I dropped to my knees and held my love. My poor Irena! 
 

End 
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For the last couple of weeks the Library has been focused on helping our year 7 and 8 students complete 
the Victorian Premier’s Reading Challenge. 
These students have been using their library sessions to log the books they have read this year, and that 
has led us to look quite closely at our Library Management Systems loans data. It’s so gra fying to see 
the number of books being borrowed and realise how much reading our students do! 
  
To date this year, we have loaned out over 1500 recrea onal reading books to students. The most popu-
lar book in our collec on has been The Fault in Our Stars, by John Green, closely followed by 
the Heartstopper graphic novel series by Alice Oseman, and Tokyo Ghoul, a manga by Ishida Sui. Rick 
Roirdan’s Percy Jackson series, and Diary of a Wimpy Kid remain popular too. 
  
Our VPRC program has included reading picture books during library sessions. Students in years 7 and 8 
are reading aloud in small groups and this has been a lot of fun for the students as well as staff. While a 
lot of the books are fun and intended for a younger audience, the classes are seeing that many of our pic-
ture books are thought provoking in their content or are designed to entertain both young and older au-
diences. It’s great to see some students reconnec ng with books they loved as children and discovering 
that there’s more to the story than they remember! 
  
If we have families with younger children at home, I strongly encourage our students to read aloud to 
their siblings or cousins. Any books they read at home count towards the VPRC too! 
Happy reading ô 
  
Wen Moore 
Library Manager 
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VCE Art and Visual Communica on Design students 
had a wonderful day out in the city exploring the 2022 
Top Arts Exhibi on, Ian Po er Australian Art collec on 
and Hosier Lane street art.  
A er catching the train into Flinders street students 
were able to explore these three art exhibi on spaces 
and reflect on the place of art within Australian cul-
ture. 
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DVC just added a few new members to the family. Five new Ender 3 Pro 3D printers have just been as-
sembled and calibrated. They are now ready to be placed into a 3D prin ng farm for students to unleash 
their crea ve skills upon. In the coming months we are expec ng customised Light Sabers, innova ve LED 
desk lamps and of course the obligatory Yoda print.  
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On Thursday the 11th of August I had the pleasure of taking out our intermediate soccer squad for the Northern 
Metropolitan Regional Finals at Darebin Interna onal Sports Centre. 

With 13 players in the squad, two of which had genuine experience in playing the game, the team prepared for the 
first game, whilst receiving tui on on their roles within the team. 

Aadila put her hand up to be goal keeper and underwent some intensive prepara ons for the first game. Aliya and 
Deakin ran the remaining players through a series of warm ups. Our first game was 10:50. 

With a howling wind blowing the game got underway against a strong View Bank team. The players fought hard, 
and applied themselves to their unfamiliar roles. With her goal under constant threat from the opposing players 
Aadila was under the pump, and half way through the first half twisted her knee in an a empt to clear a ball re-
sul ng in her needing to come from the ground injured. The side’s inspira onal leader Aliya stepped in the role of 
goal keeper, where she put in an outstanding shi  for the remainder of the games making some incredible saves, 
and thwar ng many one-on-one situa ons. 

It was not long un l the team was hit with another injury, when Jess our centre back, twisted her knee in a contest 
inside the area that resulted in her also needing to be taken from the ground injured. With our bench emp ed, and 
two players under rugs nursing sore knees the remaining players kept pu ng up a great fight. 

It was not too much further into the game when our second centre back Ashlee was crunched in a late a empted 
tackle that saw her on the ground in pain clutching a shoulder. 

A er some delay to assist Ashlee from the ground the game resumed with the team a player down. Whilst our 
player numbers may have dwindled the effort from the players did not as they ba led out the remaining half of a 
game. 

The players commenced the second game s ll with a player down. The energy levels of the team and the commit-
ment shown by the players was inspiring. With Maggie, who can run all day, doing just that in the midfield tracking 
the play forwards and back. Angelina provided some steel in the midfield showing a willingness for the physical 
contest, moving opponents aside in her efforts to win the ball. Myah showed similar level of commitment as she 
con nually hunted the ball in a quest to drive it forward to players upfield. 

Upfield the efforts of Izzy and Ka e, who worked in tandem to generate our a acks, were reless as they found 
themselves frequently ba ling three or four opponents. They were supported by Marycris whose progression and 
improvement across the day was amazing to watch, going from being tenta ve, to crashing into a contest to take 
the ball off bigger opponents and feeding our forward two. 

During the second half of the second game, and a er removing the sling that had been applied to her shoulder 
Ashlee made the case to re-enter the game. With a steely resolve that she could go back on Ashlee underwent a 
quick “fitness test” of the shoulder, then made her way back out on to the field providing a morale boost for the 
team. 
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Ashlee joined Atlas in our defence and the pair of them worked relessly to clear balls and fight off a acks in unfamiliar roles 
for the remainder of the day. With both sending the ball back in our direc on. Joining the two centre backs were Mia and Leah 
both playing as wing backs, figh ng off the a acks of our opponents down the wings, and providing some drive forward when 
the opportunity arose. 

The team went into the final game on a drizzly, windy day having conceded many goals, and yet to score one for themselves. 
Showing a great willingness to con nue the fight the team headed out for the final game with our focus to score a goal. A er 
some dogged defending and drive to get the ball forward the team saw the ball finally being played in and around our goals. 
During the first half following some determined defensive and midfield grit the ball came to Izzy, who put the ball past the 
defenders and into the path of Ka e who took possession of the ball, dribbling the ball forward under the pressure of three 
defenders trying to shut her down. Facing down the goal keeper and with the defenders hot on her heels Ka e got her shot 
away and the ball rippled the back of the net. The team had scored their first goal for the day and were righ ully delighted, 
celebra ng in good voice and ge ng some reward for their endeavours. 

I commend all the players on their efforts across the day, in circumstances where they could have easily decided it was all too 
hard. They put up a valiant effort un l the final whistle of the final game. I thank the team for their efforts, as well as Diesel 
(the linesman) and Deakin (first aid/assistant) for their help across the day. 

Graham Sinclair. 
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BUS 
INFORMATION 

IMPORTANT 
 

PLEASE READ 
A reminder that masks are mandatory on all public transport for anyone eight years and over unless a 
lawful exemp on applies. This includes our College Bus Network. Please ensure you  carry a mask at all 

mes. It is advised to carry a few spare ones in case they are required.  
 
 

A reminder that Term 3 bus payments were due no later 
than Friday the  15th July 2022. 
These fees are now overdue and  will result in students 
not travelling for the remainder of Term 3. PLEASE 
MAKE ALTERNATIVE ARRANGEMENTS FOR TRAVEL. 
 
 
A reminder in Term 3, 2023 Bus Applica on Forms will need to be 
completed and returned to the office by Friday 9th September 2022. 
You can download the applica on form off the College Website. 
 

Thank you 
Kate 
School Bus Co-Ordinator 
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Electric vehicle bulk buy – Show and Shine event 
Clean Energy Nillumbik, through the Yarra Valley Community Power Hub are 
excited to be working with The Good Car Company to bring to our 
community, an Electric Vehicle Bulk Buy offering.  
Find out more and try out the cars at the Show and Shine day. 
Date: Saturday 13 August 
Where: Healesville 
To find out  more and register, visit www.goodcar.co/healesville-0 

  
 
 

Expert Eco Chats 
Brought to you by Clean Energy Nillumbik and the Yarra Valley Community 
Power Hub 
What: Book two free 20 minute appointments with the sustainability experts 
of your choice. Ask your ques ons about solar, energy efficiency, sustainable 
home design and building, EVs and much more. 
Where: On Zoom 
Time and date: Sunday 27 August 2:00pm – 4:30pm 
Registra ons open Friday 29 July 
h ps://www.cleanenergynillumbik.org.au/eec 

  
 
 Natalie Bucknell | Chairperson 
w: www.cleanenergynillumbik.org.au 

m: 0400 027 447 
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