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Each week brings with it more challenges that are tes ng our pa ence and overall wellbeing.
However, with each passing day there is also a lot to be grateful for and I see how others appreciate the simplest of gestures.

There have been a number of mes in the past weeks where we have reached out to students,
parents and colleagues. Their response strikes a chord with me, thank you for your kindness.
Such a simple statement that means so much to the one receiving it.

There are many things we take for granted, the eﬀorts of teachers while they are managing the
learning of their own children, the a empts to make learning remotely interes ng, a student
reaching out to a classmate for a chat, at home the experimental dinners and a empts at DIY
projects.

2021 TERM 4
‐ 4th Oct 1st day of Term
‐ 4th Oct Curriculum day
‐ 10th Nov Yr 7 & Yr 10
Immunisa ons

Everywhere we look, there is someone trying to make the most of a diﬃcult situa on for someone else. I encourage you to acknowledge these ac ons. A thank you, recognising a kind act, reciproca ng or your own random act of kindness might just be the one thing that gets someone
through the day.

This week Jus n, Bec and I delivered a li le package to each Year 12 student. It included cookies,
chocolate and some mo va onal quotes. A small gesture that brought a smile to their faces and
let them know that we care, miss them and hope to see them back to complete their preparaon for exams.

We know that this period of remote learning is perhaps even more diﬃcult than previous lockdowns. We hope our students take the advantage of Wellness Wednesday on August 25 as it is
intended - to take me out to look a er themselves. This will mean something diﬀerent to everyone. It might be catching up with friends online, baking, going for a bike ride, sleeping in or si ng
on the couch in an Oodie bingeing on Ne lix. It doesn’t ma er, do whatever you find relaxing so
that you can approach the last few days of remote learning with focus.

Let’s get through this together and remember in the words of Jackie Chan some mes it takes
only one act of kindness and caring to change a person’s life.

Take care
Allison Benne
Principal

Respect

Excellence

Responsibility

Government COVID regula ons state that you must al‐
ways carry a face mask with you when you leave home

Statement of Commitment
DVC is commi ed to Child Safety. We want children to be safe, happy and empowered. We support and respect children, as well as staﬀ and volunteers.

PARENT OPINION SURVEY
If you received an invite to complete the Parent Opinion Survey we would appreciate you taking the me to complete it before the closing date of Friday 3 September. The link to the survey was sent out last week to 175 randomly selected families. To date 35 (18%) responses have been received.
We value the feedback received via this survey. It acknowledges what we are doing well and provides insight on
where our parents see opportuni es for improvement.
Thank you in an cipa on.
Allison Benne

JEWISH HOLOCAUST CENTRE INCURSION
As we entered Lockdown 6.0, our Year 10 students par cipated in an incursion with the Jewish Holocaust Centre as
part of our study of the texts ‘Night’ and ‘The Boy at the Top of the Mountain’.
We all experience challenges in life but the overwhelming message from Vivienne was one of hope. She explained
to our students that nothing compares to what people went through during the Holocaust. As she pointed out, “we
didn’t know if we were going to be fed or if we were going to be killed” and that the challenges that we are facing
today pale in comparison to what she experienced as a child which has had a lifelong impact on her.
It is important to listen to Holocaust survivors so that we don’t forget about the horrible things that happened and
also to make sure that it doesn’t repeat itself in the future. Vivienne’s story made me see how much of a psychological impact the Holocaust had on the people involved. – Isabelle C
To start oﬀ the day, we met on Zoom with Tracey and Melanie, who further taught us about the Holocaust. We
then took a virtual tour through their museum, which is currently in the stage of being completely renovated. A er
that, we met with Vivienne, a Holocaust survivor, and she answered our ques ons on her experiences throughout
the Holocaust. A massive thanks goes out to Tracey, Melanie and Vivienne for being able to run the session for us.
Thank you to Viv for being able to tell her story and answer our ques ons - it was very interes ng (in a good way)
being able to find out a brand new perspec ve of it all from a survivor of the Holocaust, and how you feel looking
back on it now. – Jack D
That was incredible. I had my eyes glued to screen and my ears absorbing everything. My mum even came and sat
with me and listened. – Aidan H
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CAREERS, VET & WORK EXPERIENCE UPDATE
Yr 10 Real Industry Job Interview program
Y12 VTAC Applica ons. Applica ons close 30th September
Yr 9 Work Experience 29th Nov- 10th Dec
Yr 7 Become.me

Real Industry Job Interview (RIJI) program.
This year our Yr 10 students will have the opportunity to engage in RIJI. The program is run in conjunc on with the
Banyule Nillumbik Local Learning Employment Network. The program helps students to develop their skills and
understanding around finding employment and the process of applying for a job, culmina ng in the comple on of
a job interview with an employer. Parents are asked to discuss the program with their Yr 10 student, and then opt
in via Compass prior to August 31. The program will be broken into 4 sessions run by an outside consultant to prepare the students, a mock interview, and an evalua on session. Students will receive feedback on their interview
as a part of the process.
The first two sessions are an cipated to be completed online given our current circumstances.
Session 1‐ How to search for Jobs, Tuesday September 7, 2:10‐3:00pm
Session 2‐ Resume and Cover Le ng Wri ng, Wednesday September 8, 2:10‐3:00pm
Session 3‐ Finalising resume and cover le er for RIJI, between 4‐ 8 October
Session 4‐ Interview Skills and Final Prepara on for RIJI, between 11‐15 October
RIJI interview – 18th October
Session 5‐ RIJI debrief and Jobs Advocacy Presenta on, between 8‐12 November

VTAC Applica ons.
VTAC is the organisa on that sits between students and the ins tu ons in Victoria to manage the applica ons of Yr
12 students seeking ter ary educa on. Applica ons are now open for students, all students regardless of their inten ons should register with VTAC and make an applica on. Students who do not intend to pursue further study,
at this stage, are included in this. As we have seen circumstances can change and we want students to have opons should they need. Students have been invited to make appointments with me to help them with the applicaon process, and pu ng together a preference list. Applica ons close on 30th of September 5pm.
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CAREERS, VET & WORK EXPERIENCE UPDATE
Yr 9 Work Experience.
The Year 9 Work Experience program is s ll planned for late Term 4. Parents are encouraged to con nue to organise placement in the hope that when the me comes that we can get as many students as possible out for placements.
Yr 7 Become.me
Over the coming weeks Year 7 students will commence their explora on of the world of work as our PDL classes
engage with the Become.me program. It is hoped that through this work the students can become more aware of
the broad range of op ons, and develop a sense of how they can forge a prosperous future. Seeing be er links between their learning at school and their future.

External VET Applica ons for 2022.
A reminder to parents that students who are looking to complete external VET course in 2022 are encouraged to
get their applica ons in as soon as possible. Course places are filling quickly. Applica on forms can be emailed to
me to process and try to get the students into their preferred op on.

For further informa on on any of the above please feel free to contact me.
Graham Sinclair
Careers Prac oner. VET and Work Experience Coordinator.
Graham.sinclair@educa on.vic.gov.au
Ph: 9438 8282
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BUS NEWS
FACE MASKS MUST BE WORN WHILE
TRAVELLING ON ALL
PUBLIC TRANSPORT

ATTENTION
TERM 3 PAYMENTS NOW OVERDUE
APPLICATION TO TRAVEL FORMS 2022
Term 3 Bus fees are now overdue. If your fees have not been received you will need to
make alterna ve arrangements for travel for your child. Please contact me as soon
as possible to discuss.
PLEASE READ ALL INFORMATION AND NOTE BUS TRAVELLER PROCEDURES.
THESE PROCEDURES ARE DIRECTIVES FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AND
PUBLIC TRANSPORT VICTORIA.
Parents and students please note that ALL bus travellers MUST complete an Applica on to Travel form for the 2022 school
year, these forms are available for download from the Diamond Valley College website or by clicking on the following link
h p://www.dvallcoll.vic.edu.au/travelling-to-diamond-valley-college/ . Applica ons should be completed IN FULL, including a
VALID PERSONAL PARENT EMAIL ADDRESS, please do not use a business email address and returned to the General Oﬃce
no later than Friday 03 September 2021 to allow planning for the 2022 school year. Students will NOT BE PERMITTED TRAVEL
via the College Bus Network without a current “Applica on to Travel” form, regardless of eligibility.
Regardless of your childs years of travel, or eligibility these processes need to be followed for each new year of travel.
The applica on form must be completed in full including the PREFFERED BUS and stop as indicated on the relevant metable
available on the College website. Should you not nominate a preferred bus, one will be allocated to you on the basis of locaon and availability.
Late forms will be accepted however no guarantees are given regarding a place on the preferred bus. Every endeavour will be
made to accommodate students on their requested bus.

If you have any ques ons please feel free to contact me on 9438 1411.

Roz Saladino
Bus Co-Ordinator
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DVC NEWS
Hello Diamond Valley College community!
While we might not be able to be together right now there are certainly a number of things we can do to feel more
connected.
We know that we are community filled with diﬀerent interests and skills. Let’s show some of these skills oﬀ!
Over the weekend or some me before Thursday we are asking that anyone who is interested, whether it is just
students or with their families too, to get a li le bit crea ve and send us some photos.
What do we want photos of?
Something you have cooked
OR
A posi ve message in chalk in your driveway/sidewalk (maybe even just on paper!)
OR
Decorate your window
We have included some images for inspira on.

Please send photos of your crea ons to hayley.freeland@educa on.vic.gov.au by Thursday so we can put a collage
together of the great things we are doing.
This might be something you would like to do on Wellness Wednesday!
Stay safe and well! Do not hesitate to reach out if you need any assistance at this me.
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