
 

Statement of Commitment 
DVC is commi ed to Child Safety.  We want children to be safe, happy and empowered.  We support and respect children, as well as staff and volunteers. 

We made it! It has been an incredibly long and difficult year and I think we all deserve a pat on the back 
for what we have achieved. Staff, students and families have demonstrated resilience and pa ence as we 
have worked together to get through the year. 
 

All I can say is thank you! 2020 has demonstrated what can be achieved if we work together, support each 
other and be open to new possibili es. It has shown that we can work and learn in different ways and 
made us appreciate things that we take for granted on a daily basis. I do look forward to not having to nag 
about masks, hand sani ser and social distancing but it has all been for the overall wellbeing of our com-
munity. 
 

Thank you to those that have shown kindness and care for our staff. Despite the hardships in their own 
homes, we had parents constantly checking in to see how we were doing and this was greatly appreciat-
ed. 
 

We have so much to look forward to in 2021. Firstly, it is a hope for some stability so that we can support 
our students to achieve the challenges they set for themselves. We have 180 Year 7 students beginning 
their secondary educa on and a number of students joining us across Years 8 to 12. We look forward to 
welcoming them in the New Year. We also welcome 10 staff members including the appointment of a 
second Assistant Principal, which will be a welcome addi on to the leadership team. In addi on, of course 
we have the new Science wing, which will be ready for Term 2. 
 

On behalf of the College community, I want to wish the following staff well. Andrew Budisa is taking leave 
for 2021 and Cate Hambling has accepted a 12-month appointment at Northcote High. Their contribu on 
in the Maths and English domains and for Cate her leadership of the English domain will be missed. We 
look forward to seeing them back in 2022.  
 
Steve Chapman is trying again to re re.  As you will recall he completed his tenure as Assistant Principal 

to re re but returned in 2020 to assist with a part me Science load for the year. In such a difficult year, it 

was great to have Steve who was familiar with our students, programs and values. He has been a wonder-

ful support to many since joining the College in 2009. Good luck and enjoy the peace and quiet of the 

Gippsland Lakes. 

Glenys Kidd has been at the College for ---- years and is one of our most experienced and respected Maths 
teachers. Glenys has made the decision to re re and we wish her nothing but the best for the future. She 
will be missed but as domain leader for many years, I know that the Maths domain is well set up for con-

nued success. 
 
Alex Connor has been a member of the leadership team and valuable English teacher at the College for 12 

years. She has accepted a posi on at Red Cliffs Secondary College in the north west of the state, a huge 

change to Diamond Valley College. She will be a great addi on to their school par cularly as such an expe-

rienced and respected teacher of VCE English. 

Leon Kolbe who oversees our Technical Support and has done so on and off for 15 years will have sup-

ported all of you at some point. Leon keeps the College network and dare I say the school running. He has 

accepted a full me posi on at Eleva on College to work closer to home. Many will miss him but we fully 

support his decision to move schools. 

To all of our community, I wish you all the best for the school holidays. I hope they are relaxing and a me 

spent with family and friends. Enjoy the fes ve season and again – thank you for your con nued support. 

Allison Bennet 
Principal 
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Important College 
Dates  

 
2021 TERM 1 
 
‐ 28th Jan Year 7 & 12 
commence 

 
‐29th Jan Year 8—11 
commence 

 
‐ 1st—3rd Feb Year 12 
Camp 

 
‐ 16th Feb House Swim‐
ming Carnival 

 
‐ 22nd—24th Mar Year 7 
Camp 
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        Gi  to the Staff from the Sykes Family 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday 8th December saw an Orienta on Day like no other, yet it was a fabulous day. Students arrived at the College and 
met with their teacher for the day. There were two groups: 4 classes period 3 & 4 and 4 classes period 5 & 6.  
 
While at the College students met their poten al home groups. They made cha erboxes to learn informa on about their 
classmates. We went on a school tour so that students have some understanding of our College.  At the end of the session 
students were able to complete a ques onnaire about themselves which will be passed onto their home group teachers for 
2021. 
 
All students reported having a good day and feeling confident about their start at DVC in 2021. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

          PRINCIPALS MESSAGE (cont) 

          YEAR 7 ORIENTATION DAY 



 

Statement of Commitment 
DVC is commi ed to Child Safety.  We want children to be safe, happy and empowered.  We support and respect children, as well as staff and volunteers. 

7.4 have been studying historical fic on in English this term. Thank you to Sue and Wendy in the library for helping us find 
different examples of historical fic on to read before we wrote our own. 
 
Sophie MacDonald—7.4 
 
Train Ride to Auschwitz 
I am scared. The dark is closing in around me. Suffoca ng me. People are squashed against me. The stench of urine and excre-
ment invading my senses. I am hungry, starving. And thirsty too. The only thing that keeps me alive is the feeling of my sister’s 
hand clenched in mine. I squeeze it, trying to be reassuring, my throat too dry to offer her words of comfort.  
 
I close my eyes and think back to before this all started. I like to escape the darkness that suffocates me by submerging myself 
deep in thought. Deep in thoughts of life before the war ruined my life. The days of fun I had, running with my sister Amira, 
chasing her around the park. Before the parks were closed to Jewish kids like us.  
 
My thoughts are interrupted by the sound of retching. The old lady squashed against me is vomi ng again. The sound reso-
nates through my ears. People say you can get used to anything, but the reeking train carriage full of hundreds of women and 
children is something I will never become accustomed to. 
 
I escape back to my mind, to the day they came for us. They dragged us onto the train, our father in a different carriage for 
men. I wonder if I will ever see him again. We have been on this train for two days now, without food or water. My stomach is 
cramping from hunger and my tongue is swollen from thirst.  
 
We have been forced to stand the whole me, there is no spare space of floor to sit. We are packed like ca le going to slaugh-
ter. That is what we are I suppose. I have heard horror stories about Auschwitz. How people are gassed daily. Murdered by the 
Nazis. That is probably the worst part, the fear constantly gnawing at me. The fear of dying. The fear of suffering. The fear of 
all those I love being taken from me. Some people on this train know what is going to happen. I have heard them talking. I am 
glad Amira doesn’t know the truth. Eight years old is too young to carry a burden like this. Twelve is too young too, but war 
has made me grow up faster.  
 
I used to be afraid of the dark. I s ll am. It used to be my greatest fear. But the darkness in this train is no where near as bad as 

the fear of where we are going. 

 
Tysha Baldwin—7.4 

 
It was an early Saturday morning, and Phar Lap was being led back to the stables a er some training. Tommy Woodcock, Phar 
Lap’s trainer, was riding a grey pony while walking Phar Lap at the same me. As they were going down Glenhuntly road, 
South-east of St Kilda, Woodcock no ced something strange. It was a car, and the occupants were si ng with newspapers 
hiding their faces. They were not si ng next to each other, one in the driver’s seat and one in the passenger seat, but one 
behind the other. Woodcock quickly noted the license plate, which was crudely le ered.  
 
Soon a er, when he was going down Etna street, he heard the car coming up behind him. Woodcock had no me to muck 
around, he pushed Phar Lap between the hedge and the grey pony on which he was riding. He turned around in horror to see 
one man poin ng a double-barrelled gun out the window. Woodcock urged the pony to go faster, and as it jumped forward, 
Phar lap did to, causing the shot to miss him. The car drove off leaving Phar Lap unharmed. 

 
Later that day, Phar Lap was yet to race in the Melbourne stakes, in Flemington. Mum had told me I could go as an early birth-
day present, and I had been so excited for weeks. Mum and I found our place in the stands. It was a great spot; you could see 
everything! Suddenly the crowd erupted into cheers. I had no idea what was happening but then I realised, Phar Lap had 
walked out onto the track! He didn’t even bat an eyelid, if fact, he looked as though he thoroughly enjoyed all the a en on he 
was ge ng! 
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Phar Lap and all the other horses went to the start box and took their places. The excitement was building up inside me un l… 
they were off! Phar Lap hung back wai ng for his chance. Despite knowing what would happen I couldn’t help feeling a teeny 
but scared that he wouldn’t finish in first place like he had done oh so many mes. But my fear was gone in a second as Phar 
Lap started to make his move. One by one, he overtook the other horses un l… He crossed the finish line in first place! Every-
one was going crazy! He had done it! He had won yet again! My voice was hoarse from shou ng, but I was so happy. I had wit-
nessed something truly special. 
 
A few days later, on the 4th of November, Phar Lap raced in the Melbourne Cup and guess what, he won! Of course he did, I 
mean he’s Phar Lap, Australia’s wonder horse! What a terrific comeback! There won’t be anyone else trying to shoot our Big 
Red again any me soon! 
 
 
Historical note: 
The a empted shoo ng occurred on the 1st of November 1930 and he won the Melbourne stakes that a ernoon. A year and a 
half later on the 5th of April 1932, he died in Atherton, California. Further tests showed that he had been killed from arsenic 
poisoning. No one knows who a empted to shoot Phar Lap, nor do they know who killed him. It was later found that Phar Lap 
was so fast because his heart weighed around 6.2kg whereas a normal horse’s weighs around 3.2kg. Phar Lap’s dam, Entreaty, 
had ten more foals a er Phar Lap, but none were as successful 
 
 

Year 7 English ‘Runner’ Unit 
 
As the final part of their English studies, year 7 students have read the novel ‘Runner’ and completed a variety of tasks. Part of 
this unit of work looked at how the novel was wri en, the characterisa on, and how themes have been explored to present 
messages to readers. Students have also been working on project tasks to apply their knowledge of the novel in crea ve and 
differing ways.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Some Book Reviews: 
Riley 7.5 
 
Runner is a book about a boy who starts out poor trying his hardest to support his family a er his father’s passing. He decides 
to make his money by running for a man named Squizzy Taylor just to earn some money which he then realises maybe that 
wasn’t the best decision and tries making his money a more legal way. Overall, I give this book an 8/10 because the storyline 
was really good but there were a few chapters that felt like they were a bit unimportant and not very relevant. I recommend 
this book to people 12 and up because some parts do get a bit mature and there’s a ny bit of swearing that maybe younger 
kids won’t like.  
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Kiara and Nicole 7.5 
 
The novel ‘Runner’ is a novel about a young 16-year-old boy that goes by the name of ‘Charlie Feehan’. The novel has many 
twists and turns that leave you shocked. During the book, I have to say that my favourite bit is near the end. And you will know 
why if you read it. Charlie Feehan goes through a lot in the novel, which comes with devasta ng, happy, romance and more. In 
my opinion I like this book because (spoiler warnings ahead), it teaches you how people can adapt and change. For instance, 
when Charlie joins Squizzy’s gang, we see a ‘new’ version of him. This is proven when he goes on the run in Fitzroy for Squizzy 
and he manages to scare the ‘vic ms’ into doing anything he wanted. We see Charlie’s personality change from how it was at 
the start of the book. This helps something known as ‘Character Development’.  
 
Charlie develops this trait at the end of the novel when (Spoilers ahead again), he quits Squizzy’s gang and decides to be er 
himself and earn money the safer and be er way. For instance, when he entered the Ballarat race, and won. When he won, he 
was able to help his family tremendously. When he develops his character more in the novel, we see Alice (Charlie’s love inter-
est) slowly develop feelings for him too. This novel is more about learning from mistakes and developing as a person. The nov-
el explores different themes/emo ons such as grief, friendship, poverty and more. The novel also talks about these things and 
how the people in this story (mainly Charlie) handle these different things. 
 
My personal favourite bit in the novel (Spoilers ahead) is when Charlie stands up for himself Infront of Squizzy Taylor, I found 
the moment to be intense because of all the suspension that was building up, I also loved it because in that bit of the novel its 
a er Charlie says he wants to quit working for Squizzy Taylor. He shows bravery and courageousness, especially because 
Squizzy is a top gang leader that has probably damaged and maybe even killed people.  
 
Mikayla 7.5  
 
The Book ‘Runner’ was very interes ng and an enjoyable book with lots of twists and turn that are very unexpected and some 
are even sad and some are good. If I had to rate this book, I would give it a 8/10 if you are not into history I would not recom-
mend this book for you. 
 
Lila 7.5 
 
The book ‘Runner’ is a very good and interes ng book. While you read this book you learn many good life skills as the charac-
ters have experienced them. Once you pick up this book and start reading it you can’t put it down because the author creates 
many twists and turns that you don’t expect coming. If I had to rate this book, I would give it a 8/10.  
 
Board Games 
Lincoln C, Zac, Lincoln M, Campbell 7.2 
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Alyssa and Juliet 7.2      Jayde, Cooper, Mikey, Alex 7.2  
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A selec on of project work on ‘Runner’ (the set English novel)  

by 7.1 and 7.3 
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At the end of January 2021, the 2021 CSEF applica ons will be able to be lodged.   
 
CSEF (Camps, Sports and Excursion Fund) can be used to pay for any school camps, sports ac vi es , excursions/incursions.  If 
you hold a health care card you may be eligible for this.   
 
If you have not completed a form yet, download and complete the form at the link below and send it through to  
diamond.valley.co@educa on.vic.gov.au  
 

h ps://www.educa on.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/programs/health/CSEF‐Applica on‐Form‐2020.pdf 
 
 
If you put an applica on in for 2020 these applica ons will be rolled over for 2021.  You only need to be complete a new form 
if your CRN has changed or there is an addi onal sibling to add to the form. 
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Build your own solar robot  
Free school holiday ac vity. Learn how the sun can be used to power machines and help the environment! For the adults, 
clean energy ideas and projects and an electric car. 
 
What: Build your own solar robot 
Who: Kids 8-12 years 
When: Thursday 21 January, 10:00AM or 1:30PM 
Cost: FREE 
Where: Edendale Farm, 30 Gastons Rd, Eltham 
 
Places are limited so bookings are essen al: 
h ps://edendale.weteachme.com/classes/1037535-solar-robot-construc on-kids-8-12-years?dates_opened=true 
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