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Important College
Dates
TERM 4
‐ 23—27 Nov Yr 10 & Yr
11 Exams
‐ 30Nov—4 Dec Yr 11 &
Yr 12 Orienta on
‐ 4 Dec Last Day of Clases
for current Yr 10 & Yr 11
‐ 7 Dec report Wri ng
Day (Pupil Free Day)
‐ 8 Dec Curriculum Day
(Pupil Free Day)
‐ 8 Dec 2021 Yr 7 Orienta‐
on Day
‐ 17th Dec Last day of
Term

Phone: 9438 1411

Website: www.dvallcoll.vic.edu.au

Things are slowly returning to something that looks like what we are use to. While we cannot run all of
the programs we usually would, and those that we can in the same manner, we are ge ng there.
In the past fortnight, we have seen students par cipate in a number of ac vi es that we were very
pleased to be able to run, as they are incredibly valuable to our students. All Year 9 students par cipated
in the Love Bites program, an ini a ve sponsored by the Victoria Police. Our trained facilitators Ben and
Eva worked with police representa ves and our wellbeing staﬀ to lead discussions about respec ul relaonships, consent and domes c violence. It is a confron ng topic but one done in a suppor ve environment – a very powerful program!
We have been able to have other teams onsite to support essen al assessments for some students. This
included the VET Sport and Recrea on class comple ng their First Aid cer ficates and the VCAL class comple ng their Magenta Training with the CFA.
Several weeks ago, these programs would have been impossible to run, so we are very grateful to the
staﬀ who have organised our par cipa on at very short no ce.
We have two scheduled student free days coming up. The first thing I can hear parents say is – not more
me oﬀ! We have discussed this at length but see the value in not only allowing staﬀ dedicated me to
collaborate and plan but we can also see the toll this year is taking on our students, par cularly the
younger year levels. I am sure you are no cing the redness and the frustra on of having to wear masks –
therefore our decision to give students a bit of break late in term four was strategic. These dates are set
for Monday 7 and Tuesday 8 December.
As it happens, we adjusted the dates from what was originally planned, as this will allow us to run an Orienta on Day program for our 2021 Year 7 students. DET is allowing this program to run but with strict
health regula ons that do not allow current students to mix with the Grade 6’s (so no student helpers,
tour leaders, common breaks etc.), which would be a logis cal nightmare. As it is, the students within
each of the new home groups are not allowed to mix with each other but must stay within their group of
25. To enable this, we will plan two sessions on December 8 with half of the Year 7 2021 cohort each. It
will be a very diﬀerent program to previous years but we will make sure that our induc on program at the
beginning of the year makes up for this. Again, we are grateful that we are able to have students on site
at all, as this was originally looking very unlikely.
College Council recently reviewed and approved a number of refunds for material intensive subjects that
were unable to deliver full programs this year. Each prac cal subject at each year level was considered
independently, with class teachers evalua ng the impact remote learning had on the delivery of curriculum. Some decisions were easy, for example if a program or excursion did not run a full refund was approved or a propor on if a deposit was lost. For other subjects alterna ve resources were purchased or
take home packs were arranged so a part refund was approved, and lastly those subjects where the remainder of the program for the year is being adjusted to account for remote learning. The process of
iden fying those eligible for refunds will begin shortly and will be credited against 2021 fees. We hope
that this gesture helps our families, as we know many schools are not considering this op on.
Enjoy your week.
Allison Bennet
Principal
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Statement of Commitment
DVC is commi ed to Child Safety. We want children to be safe, happy and empowered. We support and respect children, as well as staﬀ and volunteers.

TEACHER PROFILE
Margaret Borg‐ Visual Arts and VCE Visual Communica on and Design Teacher.
Hello and thank you for welcoming me to Diamond Valley College. My name is
Margaret and I am an ar st with over 24 years of fine and studio art experience
in Sculpture and Drawing. I have been teaching for 20 years across the Government and Catholic School sector. With a passion for making three-dimensional
artworks and realis c portrait drawings of people and animals, I also love to bake
which has given me opportuni es to teach in the Food Technology area in my
previous school.
It’s been an interes ng year to say the least, however I have enjoyed teaching
the students at DVC over the remote learning periods in Term 2 and 3, and am
impressed with a large number of ar s c talents amongst our students at the
college. With a par cular interest and exper se in folio development and ICT
implementa on in The Arts, I have the great opportunity to teach the Year 11 and 12 VCD class which are a dedicated cohort of students. I look forward to con nuing my teaching journey at DVC and li ing the profile of The Arts
at the college.
This year Zart Art (one of the major art suppliers in Victoria) has created a Teachers Art Prize Compe on for
teachers across the state to enter their artworks. I have entered the compe on with a Portrait Drawing of 'My
Father' using Prismacolour pencils. I am entering on behalf of Diamond Valley College, a copy is a ached. You can
place your Public Vote via the link provided. Vo ng closes in March 2021 and there are great monetary prizes for
both the winner and the college, so the more votes the be er (support The Arts Faculty)!
h ps://zart.us.launchpad6.com/ntap/entries
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LIBRARY NEWS
As the year draws to a close, we request that you return your library books so that we can do our annual stocktake.
Overdue no ces are being send home via compass, and all books are due back on or before 10th December please.

Statement of Commitment
DVC is commi ed to Child Safety. We want children to be safe, happy and empowered. We support and respect children, as well as staﬀ and volunteers.

Statement of Commitment
DVC is commi ed to Child Safety. We want children to be safe, happy and empowered. We support and respect children, as well as staﬀ and volunteers.

