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Important College
Dates
TERM 4
‐ 23rd Oct AFL Grand
final Public Holiday
‐ 26th Oct Yr 8—Yr 10
return to onsite learning
‐ 10th Nov VCE Exams
commence
‐ 18 Dec Last day of Term
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Website: www.dvallcoll.vic.edu.au

We have students and staﬀ at school!!!! What a fantas c week it has been, to have
the school buzzing with ac vity. We had 175 excited Year 7’s who have spent more of
their me at secondary school learning from home than they have at the college. We
took this occasion very seriously knowing that to some it would be like the first day of
school again. Congratula ons and thank you to Claire and her team of home group
and class teachers who ran re‐engagement ac vi es throughout the day, allowing a
valuable opportunity to reconnect with friends and gently ease back in to the school
rou ne. The cupcakes and ice cream van were a hit.
Year 12 students have par cipated in prac ce exams this week, so a not as exci ng
start to their return. They understand though the importance of these as they prepare for their final ex‐
ams, which begin on November 10.
The Year 11 students got straight back in to their studies, taking advantage of having contact with their
teachers. Quite a number of SAC’s, that were not able to be completed remotely, are being undertaken.
They were able to enjoy an extended morning tea, allowing me to catch up with friends.
We are really looking forward to welcoming the remainder of our students on Monday 26 October. Coor‐
dinators are already preparing the supports required for this day.
Currently we are asking students to bring in the books they require for the day, keeping the bulk of their
resources at home. For VCE students this is a strategic decision, as we know firsthand what happens if the
school is shut down due to a confirmed COVID case. Heading into the final exam period, they need access
to all of their resources. For our year 7 students, while we believe this is also good prac ce we can also
appreciate the strain a heavy bag can be on their growing bodies. Therefore, I ask Year 7’s to discuss this
with their parents. If they have a distance to walk to the bus or to school, then they can store their books
in their locker. There just needs to be the understanding that if we were to be shutdown, there will be no
access to lockers and this may impact learning for up to 2 weeks.
This week our local Member of Parliament Danielle Green met remotely with our College Captains and
members of Nillumbik Council to announce that approval and funding has been given to the construc on
of an overpass from the proposed bike trail into the school grounds. This is wonderful news for the DVC
and Diamond Creek East Primary School communi es who have campaigned for this for many years and
in par cular since the Community Stadium was built. Although we have no me frame for its comple on,
it is something to look forward to. It will ensure ease of access to the college and stadium for many, re‐
duce walking me to school for some, encourage the riding of bikes to school and ensure safety by reduc‐
ing the risk of illegal crossing of the railway tracks.
Next week we will be invi ng parents to par cipate in the Parent Opinion Survey. Each year a random
sample is selected to complete the survey. For 2021 DET is encouraging schools to invite all parents to
par cipate. This will allow us to get a true picture of the supports that are required for our students mov‐
ing forward from your perspec ve and to formally acknowledge the eﬀorts of our school. Our staﬀ, stu‐
dents and parents have done an amazing job his year, not everything has gone perfectly that’s for sure
but a great deal of eﬀort and learning has occurred in a way that is so diﬀerent to what we usually do. I
encourage you to take the opportunity to have your say and to support us to know what we did well.

Enjoy your weekend and the four‐day week next week!

Allison Benne
Principal
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Statement of Commitment
DVC is commi ed to Child Safety. We want children to be safe, happy and empowered. We support and respect children, as well as staﬀ and volunteers.

YEAR 7 FIRST DAY—TERM 4
On Monday most people awkwardly made their way into the schools grounds for the first me in
months and were trembling with excitement over the return to school which was really relaxed
where we spent most of the me talking and ge ng used to a ending the school in person again.
Everything was indicated that the rest of the me where at school this year will be basically the
same as the start of the year except for the shocking masks.

Jai
Coming back to school for me was a mixture of many emo ons. At first when I heard the news, I was shocked. At first, I didn’t
believe it, so I looked it up and when I saw the ar cle on The Age I gasped. Then I started to feel sad. I forced myself to focus
on the posi ves, I was going to see my friends!
On the morning going back to school I woke up and scowled for it was 7 am. I had no idea how I was going to get used to the
absence of my leisurely sleep ins. I got out of bed trembling because of the cold outside of my lovely warm bed. I waddled
over to the light switch and lit up my darkened room. Eventually I properly woke up and fran cally started running about try‐
ing to get things ready. I had so many thiings to do, pack my lunch, get my books, find a mask. It was intense. I decided to trust
my family to do some things for me and started to designate jobs. They sca ered and got to work.
Finally, I was ready. I put my bag on my back and tried to put on my mask in a comfortable way. It was very awkward. I walked
out sheepishly from the comfort of my cologne smelling home. Was I really ready for this? I hadn’t gone to school in so long,
maybe I should just ask my Dad to drive me. ‘No.’ I told myself. I reminded myself of all the posi ves and the nerves started to
subside. I got to school, and everything went great.
When I got home that day, I played a playful game of cards with my sister. We talked about our day and I realised that every‐
thing was all good.
‐Tysha
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