Edition 9—15 May 2020

Edition 08 – 01 June 2018
Diamond
Valley
College165-179
165-179Main
Main Hurstbridge
Rd, Rd,
Diamond
Creek CreekPhone:
9438 9438
1411 1411Website:
www.dvallcoll.vic.edu.au
Diamond
Valley
College
Hurstbridge
Diamond
, Phone:
, Website:

Important College
Dates
TERM 2
- 22nd May The Tech
Free House Challenge
- 25th May Student Free
Day
- 26th May Year 11 & 12
return to school
- 8th June Queens Birthday Public Holiday
- 9th June Year 7—10
return to school
- 26th June Last day of
Term

I imagine there was a great deal of excitement and relief as the government advised of a
staged return of students to school. The fact that it is occurring earlier than an#cipated is a
testament to the commitment all Victorians have made to ensure that we remain safe.
I have sent a communica#on to parents that outline our staged return to school. This begins
with all staﬀ working onsite on Monday 25 May – a designated statewide student free day. This
#me allows teams of teachers #me to work together to prepare resources and adjust their programs to cater for face-to-face teaching.
On May 26, we will welcome back our Year 11 and 12 students, who I know will be pleased to
return to on site classes. They and their teachers are to be commended for the manner in
which they have con#nued their VCE journey and completed SAC’s under very diﬃcult circumstances. They have also dealt with the unknown – no ﬁnal date for the year, no exam #metable
scheduled, and uncertainty as to how this year will inﬂuence their goals to enter university. I
expect to have clariﬁca#on in rela#on to these issues shortly and will communicate them immediately.
I will send advice shortly on Year 10 students who study a VET or VCE unit and how they will be
able to a end classes on site. We must consider all implica#ons of this, as students must not
miss their scheduled classes to travel home and therefore will most likely be required to stay
on site all day.
On June 9, we will welcome all students to the College, which we are very much looking forward to. A great deal of planning needs to occur prior to this date and I encourage you to have
discussions at home about the importance of keeping everyone safe. Whilst DET does not expect students to socially distance themselves, it is common sense that we work together to
ensure best prac#ce by:

•
•
•
•

Par#cipa#ng in good hygiene prac#ces
Assis#ng teachers to keep rooms and equipment such as those used in sport, science and
technology clean
Where possible distancing from each other for example in the school grounds, canteen
queue and before and a;er school
Staying home whenever unwell

All classrooms will be equipped with hand sani#zer, gloves and cleaning materials to disinfect
common areas, increased cleaning hours will ensure that high use areas are regularly cleaned
throughout the day and staﬀ workspaces will be adjusted to ensure appropriate social distancing.
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PRINCIPALS MESSAGE
We are s#ll in the consulta#ve stage, but I do not an#cipate that we would need to stagger the start and ﬁnish
#mes or our breaks. Instead, we may look at designated areas for our students in the interim to ensure they are
spread across the campus. However, if we believe that further adjustments are required we will make them for the
beneﬁt and safety of all.
Ques#ons will be asked about the current mobile phone policy that is compulsory in all Victorian schools and how
this will be managed when a student has the COVID Safe app on their phone. Our prac#ce will be consistent with
government expecta#ons which were released to schools this morning. DET’s direc#ve is that the policy stays in
place. Students who have the COVID safe app on their phone are to ensure it is ac#vated while they are entering
the College grounds. They are to then turn their phone oﬀ and store it in their locker. At the end of the day, they
are to turn on their phone immediately and ensure the app is ac#vated.
Prior to the announcement of students and staﬀ returning to face-to-face classes, we had begun planning for our
Tech Free House Challenge. Students were disappointed that the Athle#cs Carnival was postponed, par#cularly the
Year 12 students who had planned costumes for their ﬁnal whole school event! We felt that a day free from technology and screen #me combined with a bit of fun was in order. Informa#on will be sent to students via COMPASS
early next week as we feel that it is important and will bring everyone together as they compete for house points.
The Tech Free House Challenge will be held on Friday 22 May, with students encouraged to dress in their House
colors and par#cipate in a range of ac#vi#es to accumulate points for their House. We hope parents will support
and maybe get involved in some of the ac#vi#es.
Now for a message from our College Captains. Thank you to Ainsley, Harvey, Molly and Sabine for taking the ini#a#ve to ask to include a message to the school community.
Hi Everyone,
We would like to commend the hard work and resilience undertaken by both students and teachers. We
understand this is a diﬃcult me for all and would like to extend our thanks to those that helped to make
the transion from face-to-face learning to online classes possible. It is great to see everyone working together and looking a"er one another despite the issues that we currently face. Let’s take this as a learning
experience and connue onwards with posive strides.
We would also like to acknowledge the pride we feel towards all students, especially to our fellow Year 12’s
who have connued to work diligently through such a stressful me. Even though this is not the year we
envisaged, there’s not much longer to go - we can do it! Let’s connue working to the best of our abilies
despite these setbacks.
Connue to support each other through this tough me, we look forward to seeing everyone soon! Good
luck over the next few weeks, keep working hard :)
Let’s get through this together,
2020 College Captains

Allison Benne3
Principal
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