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 From the Principal 
 

At this week’s assembly it was a pleasure to announce the appointment of our incoming College Captains. The process is one that 
the selection panel and I enjoy, allowing each applicant the opportunity to highlight the many aspects of college life that they have 
taken advantage of in their time at Diamond Valley College. They elaborate on the way in which they have supported others, led or 
participated in programs and acted as role models within the school community. We also learn more about their connections with 
community and their future aspirations. 
 
I wish to congratulate Georgie Alvarez, Sheridan Bennett, Ryan Dunt, Ian Jenkinson, Ethan Stuart and Darcy Williams. As a team 
I know that they will work together to be the collective voice of the students, will uphold the college values in everything they do 
and be responsible role models within the college and the community. Every applicant was worthy of being selected as a College 
Captain and it is the hardest part of the process, to let aspirant leaders know that on this occasion they have not been successful. 
However, I strongly encourage all applicants to consider other positions of leadership available at the college and to continue to be 
wonderful role models to others. To our outgoing College Captains; Kye Agosta, Elana Currie, Jemma Hollway, Claudia Levings 
and Nathan Stuart, congratulations on the efforts you have made this year and the support you have provided me. I will miss our 
monthly lunches and the conversations we have had about school improvement, engagement and how we can work together to    
promote our fantastic school. I wish you every success for the future and know that you will reflect on your year of captaincy with 
pride. 
 
Our assembly this week was another opportunity to highlight the many opportunities provided to our students. We had two        
performances by our VCE music students who are only a week away from their performance exam. There were presentations made 
by the School for Student Leadership team, Year 9 students who attended city campus, a report on the space camp, a presentation 
to our Tournament of Minds team and SRC fundraising for this term. I am always proud of our students’ willingness to participate 
in assemblies, they are such a valuable opportunity to highlight student engagement and opportunities. 
 
The Art and Technology Exhibition was a true celebration of the talents of our students. The range of creativeness celebrated in art, 
food, fibres, visual communication, wood and electronics is excellent. I know that everyone who attended was very impressed by 
what they saw. Thanks goes to the Art and Technology  staff who support our students to create and make! 
 
Congratulations to a number of students who have achieved accolades recently and also deserve to be recognised. Ian Jenkinson 
and Chloe Gaunt were recently awarded his Queen’s Scout Award, an amazing achievement that demonstrates outstanding       
commitment. He joins Jacinta Swift (Year 12) as our second Diamond Valley College student to achieve this. Congratulations to 
Adam Hogg who has been selected to represent Victoria in his age group in cricket. His selection is extra special given that he 
broke his wrist just prior to selections. Zahn Agosta and Piper Bradford playing basketball for Eltham participated in the National 
Titles for their age group in basketball. Zahn’s team came first and Pipers third, an amazing achievement for their teams. 
 
It would be remiss of me not to acknowledge past Diamond Valley College student and College Captain Dylan Grimes who was a 
successful member of the Richmond premiership team. 
Regardless of your interest in football or whom you       
barrack for, it is wonderful to see an ex-student do so well 
as an elite sportsperson. He is also to be congratulated on 
being awarded this year’s Francis Bourke medal. This 
award is voted on each week by the playing group and 
acknowledges a player who best upholds their trademark 
values of awareness, unity and discipline. We are very 
proud of his achievements. 
 
To all I wish you the very best for the term ahead and in 
particular to the Year 12 students who are on the final 
stages of their  journey at Diamond Valley College. 
 
Allison Bennett 
Principal 
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ART AND TECHNOLOGY EXHIBITION 

The Arts at D.V.C. 
Music, Art & Design, Drama 

 
 

Tuesday October 17 was the opening of our Art and Technology exhibition.  The Art wing looked amazing with fantastic 
work from all year levels. On display were examples of drawing, painting, printmaking, visual communications, textiles, 
ceramics, wood and metal work, video & digital art, as well as photos of dishes created in Foods classes and short videos 
of music and drama performances.  
 
Costumes created for DVC’s production of ‘Sweeny Todd’ were on display, showing the skill of the VCE Textiles class, 
as were folios and practical work produced by VCE Art, Design Technology and Visual Communication Design. 
 
The exhibition was declared open by past student Ashleigh Brett.  Ashleigh then helped the Principal, Allison Bennett to 
present awards for practical excellence. Congratulations to the students who received awards in the following subjects. 
 
Year 7 Art - Vanessa C and Olivia Manning 
Year 7 Technology - Trent Sinclair 
Year 8 Art - Ryan Hogg 
Year 8 Technology - Jemma Shephard 
Year 9 Art and Design - Lauren Duke 
Year 9 Technology - Amelia Sharp 
Year 10 Art - Olivia Stewart 
Year 10 Visual Communication Design - April Brett 
Year 10 Food - Tom Cuthbert 
Year 10 Electronics - Jacob McEwan 
Year !0 Textiles - Emily Eaton 
Year 11 Art - Tishara Harper 
Year  11 Design Technology (Textiles) - Karley O’Dwyer 
Year 11 Design Technology (Wood) - Ian Jenkinson 
Year 12 Art - Elizabeth Steel 
Year 12 Visual communication Design - Megan Wall 
Year 12 Food Studies - Claudia Levings 
Year 12 Design & Technology - Stephanie Maraone 
 
On Wednesday, teachers brought their classes down to the Art building to view the work on display.  The students 
showed a lot of interest in the work done by their peers and were hopefully inspired by what they saw. The Art and    
Technology exhibition gives our younger students in particular, the opportunity to see examples of VCE work and the 
accompanying folios that record all the effort put into idea generation, designing and production.  
 
Many thanks go to all the Art and Technology staff for their hard work in setting up displays along with student helpers.  
I would particularly like to thank Selina Braine for her efforts in the over all co-ordination of this event. 
 
Jo Poulter 
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ART AND TECHNOLOGY EXHIBITION 
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SEWING FOR NEPAL WORKSHOP 

During the second week of the September school holidays, DVC conducted our 
third very successful ‘SEWING FOR NEPAL’ workshop on the Thursday    
October 5. 
 
The workshop was organized by Rene Robinson (a school grand-parent &     
canteen volunteer) and our big-hearted Annie Brownrigg (Canteen                                 
co-ordinator). The Textiles room was prepared by teacher Barbara Chiodo.  
The room buzzed with so much activity and chatter during the day. 
 
 BACKGROUND information (provided by Rene Robinson) 
 
“The Seven Women Organisation was formed to help women in rural and remote mountain villages in Nepal. The women from 
these villages do not have access to sanitary pads and due to the fact that there is no landfill, pads are not used, as well as not 
having the money to buy them anyway. Therefore, women use their old clothing and are often left in the fields while they have 
their menstruation. Society shuns them. They are considered unclean. My heart constricted when I heard this; menstruation is 
hard enough without having to undergo this” - Rene 
 
The workshop is designed to allow volunteers to contribute their part to this cause. The aim of this activity is NOT TO JUST GIVE 
THE WOMEN A CHARITY GIFT: some of our Australian women go to Nepal to deliver the beautiful drawstring bags with       
hygienic items (towels, underpants, individually sewn sanitary pads, soaps, etc) but especially to teach Nepalese women to sew. 
These LIFE SKILLS of SEWING empower women in these isolated areas. Some become independent and start their own small 
businesses. 
 
On the workshop day, the wonderful 24 attendees were kept busy with sewing, over-locking, cutting, marking out, packing, sorting, 
inserting drawstrings, etc. By the end of the day, Rene had close to 100 drawstring bags ready to take to Nepal during the group’s 
next trip overseas. She has more at home ready for distribution. The day was filled with great calm even though there was so much 
going on. We enjoyed a delicious lunch provided by Annie from the canteen and viewed very interesting photos and listened       
attentively to Rene’s detailed account of her experiences in Nepal. 
 
This year, the Year 8 Textiles classes constructed drawstring bags to donate to this cause. Some classes 
were lucky to be able to listen to Rene’s account of why she is involved while eating plain white rice 
with their hands. The students took on board the construction process and tried their very hardest to 
achieve the best quality of stitching. They showed empathy for the Nepalese women and approached 
this project quite seriously. Since the beginning of the year 70 bags were constructed by students and      
donated to the cause.  The ‘yet to be completed bags’ will be donated next year.   
 
Our wonderful, selfless volunteers who attended the workshop and dedicated a full day were: 
 
Annie Brownrigg (staff)   Rene Robinson 
Barbara Chiodo (staff)   Helen Andrews (staff) 
Jackie Hamlet (staff)   Tess Purchase (DVC student) 
Gerry Smith    Mel Hamilton 
Chris Sykes    Helen Legg 
Janet Horne    Keely Connell (DVC student) 
Vivien Connell    Susan Richardson 
Debbie Dunstan (staff)   Bella Lomulder 
Paul La Rocca    Rosa La Rocca 
Morgan Andrews    Sam DiBenedetto 
Jamisyn Di Benedetto (DVC student) Romina Hayat (DVC student) 
Jackie Carr 
 
All the adults were impressed with the DVC students who attended and dedicated a full day out of their 
school holiday to this important cause. They assisted in many ways and demonstrated maturity. Well 
done! 
 
“THIS IS ONE WAY WE CAN HELP NEPALESE WOMEN. IT IS A GREAT CAUSE FOR 
WOMEN LESS FORTUNATE THAN WE ARE.” 
 
Donations of underpants (size 12-16), small face towels and tiny soaps are always welcome. 
(Please forward to Annie in the canteen) 
 
A special THANK-YOU to all who participated. 
 
 
 
 
Barbara Chiodo (Textiles teacher)  
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SPACE CAMP 

Space Camp… What an adventure. The 2017 “Space Campers” started their adventure 
by departing Melbourne Airport on a short flight to Sydney. It had felt like we had just 
landed right as we stepped onto the next plane (14 more flights to go) This flight was a 
little different to the other because this time it was 15 hours long. This flight was one 
of the comfier flights we had with plenty of leg-room, food and even better, no crying 
babies. We had all planned to get some sleep but with the high quality entertainment     
systems they offered I doubt any of us actually got more than an hour of sleep. We had 
just arrived in Dallas, Texas when we had to yet again get on another flight. This flight 
was one of the shorter ones out of the several we had.  
 
Once we arrived in Huntsville, Alabama we were off to space camp. The week we 
spent at space camp was full of activities that ranged anywhere from climbing up a 
telephone pole and jumping off to Scuba diving. This week was full of challenges but 
we managed to push through and complete them. During our time at Space Camp we 
did a series of missions, two one hour missions and one three hour mission. These    
missions were put in place to simulate what it would’ve been like on any of the space 
missions. During these simulations we had various things that would go wrong. After 
this intensive week of nonstop activities, we visited a high school, this was a really 
good experience for us all because we got to see what it was like to go to school in 
America. 
 
Then we had another flight, but this time it was to Orlando. This was another one of 
our many short flights that we had. It was about two hours until we landed in Orlando. 
As soon as we landed in Orlando we got ready and went straight off to Disneyland. 
This was really good but we were all extremely tired and just wanted to rest. Whilst we 
were in Orlando we went to Typhoon Lagoon, Disneyland, Harry Potter World and 
Shopping. After these four days in Orlando we flew on one of the longer flights which 
was about seven hours to San Francisco. This flight wasn’t too bad because halfway 
through the flight we had a stopover in Phoenix, Arizona. We had about an hours wait 
where we just walked around the airport before departing to fly to San Francisco. 
 
 When we landed in San Francisco we went to the hotel we were staying at. Because 
we landed at night we couldn’t do any activities so we were told that we could go 
shopping but we had to be back at the hotel by 9pm. The rest of our time in America 
was spent in San Francisco we went to a massive redwood forest, did a tour of Alcatraz 
and lots and lots of shopping. When this week ended we  didn’t want to leave America 
because the trip was that good. We went to the airport and hopped on another flight 
this time it was 15 hours and 30mins straight from San Francisco to Sydney, which 
was quite good because a lot of us slept through most of it. Once we landed back into 
Australia we realised we had been on about 12 flights in 16 days, which is crazy! 
 
Overall this trip was an amazing experience for us all. We met new people that we still 
talk to, even from Costa Rica. 
 
-Aaron Stuart on half of The Diamond Valley College Space Campers of 2017. 
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THE ITALIAN YEAR 12 DINNER ON FRIDAY OCTOBER 13 
 
The Year 12 Italian class, their families and myself joined together to share our last dinner at ‘Carlucci’s’ in Lower   
Templestowe. I would like to say a special thank you to all the parents and their siblings for their attendance, laughter 
and their support in the last few years. Of course, I would like to thank the Year 12 Italian students for being wonderful. 
I have been teaching them for the last few years and it has been an amazing journey. Good luck for your oral exam on 
Monday October 23. 
 
Thanks 
Rose Marasco 
 
 

LA CENA DELLA CLASSE DI ITALIANO DELL'ANNO 12 TENUTASI IL  OTTOBRE 13 
 
Venerdì 13 ottobre alle 19:30 io, la classe di italiano dell'anno 12 e le loro famiglie ci siamo trovati per un'ultima cena 
insieme da Carlucci a Lower Templestowe. Vorrei ringraziare in modo particolare tutti i genitori e i loro figli per aver 
partecipato e per il sostegno che mi hanno sempre dato negli ultimi anni. Ovviamente tengo molto a far un grande in 
bocca al lupo agli studenti di italiano dell'anno 12 per il loro esame che si terrà lunedì 23 ottobre. Negli anni in cui ho 
avuto il piacere di insegnar loro l'italiano sono stati davvero fantastici. 
 
Grazie di cuore 
Rose Marasco 

Italian Translation 

ITALIAN 

Local parliamentarian, Danielle Green visited our students on Monday to award certificates 
for the completion of the Premiers Readers Challenge. At Diamond Valley College, 62 
students read 15 books which met the requirements of the challenge. Danielle was thrilled 
with the response to the challenge which is a government initiative and presented each of 
the students with a certificate and pin. Well done to all participants, we hope to see you all 
back next year!  

Bridget Hiho 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PREMIERS’ READING CHALLENGE 
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EX-SCHOOL IMAC COMPUTERS FOR SALE 

We have a number of older iMacs that have come out of Music and Art that we are offering for sale to school families. These 
will be sold on an immediate first-come, first-served sale basis, with no warranty or support offered. 
 

Price: $250 paid to DVC Office 
 
Apple iMac "Core 2 Duo" 3.06 21.5-Inch (Late 2009) Specs 

Processor: 3.06 GHz Core Duo 

RAM: 4GB 

Hard drive: 500GB 

21.5” screen 

Mouse and keyboard 

DVD drive built-in 

 

Note that these will have a recent version of Mac OS installed, and the usual bundled software (Photos, iTunes, etc) but 
not the MS Office suite or any other licensed software. 

TOASTMASTERS 

 
We are excited to again welcome Box Hill Toastmasters into our college to work with our students. 
Eight students started the Toastmasters course on the first Monday of term 4. Over the next six 
weeks students will learn the art of Public Speaking. They will take part in a range of activities from 
prepared speeches to speaking on short notice on set topics. Students will practice varying the tone 
and pace of their speech, using gestures, how to give and receive constructive criticism to improve 
their speeches.  
 
This is a wonderful course and students made an excellent start last week. During the last week of 
the course students friends and family will be invited to listen to their speeches.  

CITY EXPERIENCE 

The last week of term three saw Diamond Valley College Year 9’s take part in our annual City Experience. The aims of the 
week were for students to challenge themselves to take part in activities that they might not usually do. Students had to 
choose from a range of career pathway activities, sporting activities and cultural activities. Some activities students did     
included indoor rock climbing, a visit to a building site, visiting Government House, attending the Italian Immigration      
Museum, ice-skating, visiting Origin Energy and going to the Museum.  
 
Each day students had to catch the train to the city. We had the use of Eltham College’s City 
Campus for the week as our base. Once students learnt where the campus was, they took 
more and more responsibility for       
navigating their way around Melbourne. 
Students had to lead the teachers to each 
activity. On Thursday they undertook 
their ‘Race Around Melbourne’,         
following a ‘Scavenger Hunt’ course, 
they needed to learn about Melbourne’s 
history through the different places they      
visited.  
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TERM 4 2017 
 

24 October          Year 12 Celebration Day 
25 October  Year 12 Final Assembly 
27 October   Curriculum Day - No students required 
1 November  Year 12 Exams begin 
3 November  Do It In A Dress Day 
7 November  Melbourne Cup Day Public Holiday 
20 - 24 November Year 11 Exams 
27 Nov-1 Dec  Year 12 2018 Orientation 
27 Nov-1 Dec  Year 10 Exams 
4-8 December  Year 11 2018 Orientation 
4-15 December  Year 9 Work Experience 

IMPORTANT COLLEGE DATES  

ART CLUB 
Every Friday @ 12:45pm in S3 

Open to all year levels and all skill levels 

PLEASE EAT YOUR LUNCH ON THE WAY 

BUS NEWS 
 

URGENT  
PLEASE READ 

 

TERM 4 BUS FEES ARE NOW 
OVERDUE 

 
Parents please note, fees for Term 4 bus travel are 

now overdue. 
 

Please make sure your payment is received by no 
later than Friday 20 October to ensure your 
child’s continued travel via the College Bus     
Network. 
 
Should you have any queries please do not       
hesitate to contact Roz on 9438 1411. 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

SEW HAPPY CRAFT CLUB 

Every Monday @ lunchtime in F2 

For all those who are Creative, Crafty and 
love to work with Textiles 

Work on your own project or catch up with 
your textiles work 
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COMMUNITY NOTICES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Take part in the Pat Cronin Foundation 
Walk to the Valley 2017  

to End The Coward Punch 
 

Sunday 19th November 2017 
10:00 am start 

 
 

$25 for Adults and Children over 12 
(includes T Shirt) 

Kids under 12 walk free 
4 legged friends welcome 

 
 

See Facebook page to register 
 
 

https://www.mycause.com.au/events/
walktothevalley2017 


